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Explanatory Press Note:

ETC Confirms That 2005 Was Another Record Tourism Year - 
European Tourism Insights 2005 & Outlook 2006
Brussels, 2 June 2006.  Following the receipt of a number of comments on our report European Tourism Insights 2005 & Outlook 2006, we would like to draw the press's attention to some important issues regarding the interpretation of the data in the above report.
Whilst most of the statistical data contained in the report is based on arrivals and overnight volumes, the report underlines that there are gaps in coverage and that caution must be used in interpreting the data gathered *.  The current report uses tourism volumes as a benchmark rather than other variables such as earnings or bednights. This is due to the fact that arrivals tend to be the more readily comparable tourism indicators in use by most tourism destinations in Europe.
However, many countries consider a more accurate measure of the success of their tourism industry to be tourism receipts. In January 2006, France announced that its tourism receipts for 2005 went up to € 34 billion, representing an increase of 3.5% over 2004. This was attributed to the increase that was registered in the number of high-spending clients, particularly from the long-haul markets. This result, far from being disappointing, is backed by a stability in international tourist arrivals in 2005 and is also in line with the strategic objectives of France's policy to enhance the value of tourism to the national economy.
Likewise, the number of Chinese visitors to France, some 660,000 bednights, represents an encouraging result following a proactive communications offensive by Maison de la France on the Chinese market, which begun in 2005 and will continue in 2006. 
* The report uses the definitions adopted by the UNWTO to differentiate statistics on international tourist arrivals and overnights from one country to another. Given the wide variations in measures used (e.g. arrivals of visitors versus tourists at frontiers and/or in registered tourist accommodation), care must be taken in interpreting the data, and notably in making comparisons.
…Ends

A copy of the report European Tourism Insights 2005 & Outlook for 2006 can be downloaded from ETC's website (www.etc-corporate.org – Market Intelligence).
More…
Note to editors:

The European Travel Commission is an association of National Tourism Organisations (NTOs).  It was created in 1948 to promote Europe as a tourism destination to the long-haul markets outside Europe, originally in the USA and later in Canada, Latin America and Asia.  It has 34 member NTOs, including 9 from outside the European Union.  ETC is an independent body which is financed entirely by annual membership contributions and partnership funding. 

ETC's corporate website (www.etc-corporate.org) is aimed at industry, government and educational personnel interested in tourism to Europe.  Tourists seeking travel-specific information and ideas are directed to ETC's consumer-oriented site (www.visiteurope.com). 
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