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OBITUARY

Robert HOLLIER

Former ETC Executive Director Robert Hollier passed away on 27. October 2004 at the age of 82.  
During his nine years as Executive Director of the European Travel Commission (1987-1995), based at that time in Paris, Robert Hollier was instrumental in extending ETC’s membership to a number of Central European countries.  He also helped ETC to establish a closer collaboration with the European Commission following the establishment of the Tourism Unit (at that time part of DG XXIII) in 1986.  This was marked by co-operative ventures in the USA and Japan, as well as in the field of market research into the European tourism market.
Robert Hollier’s contribution to ETC was, however, much more extensive than these nine years.  With his years of experience in the French Government Tourist Services in several countries, he also headed up ETC’s Marketing Committee.  During his posting in Spain, covering both Portugal and Latin America, he founded ETC’s Latin American Operations Group in 1978, and led the Group there until 1986 when he returned to Paris as Inspecteur Général in the Secrétariat d’Etat au Tourisme.

His importance for ETC, however, started as far back as 1946 and 1947, when he was instrumental in organizing international meetings which led to the establishment of the International Union of Official Travel Organisations (IUOTO), the predecessor of the World Tourism Organisation (WTO) - and of the ETC.

He also had a distinguished war record in the Allied Forces during the Second World War.  His international spirit and linguistic talents were great assets in his long career in tourism.  He was also the author of several books on tourism marketing.

We offer his family our most sincere condolences. 

