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17 March 2005 
European Travel Commission appoints Karine Bruère as 
Online Marketing Manager for new ‘European Tourism Portal’
The Executive Director of the European Travel Commission (ETC), Rob Franklin OBE, today announced in Brussels the appointment of Karine Bruère as the new ETC Online Marketing Manager in charge of the development of the prestigious new European Tourism Destination (ETD) Portal : www.visiteurope.com
Financed under the European Commission’s IDA Programme
, the development of this web portal for Europe will provide a unique access point to all national tourism information websites.  Its aim is to create a major online resource featuring Europe as an attractive destination for visitors from overseas and Europe alike, and offering access to a huge information content.  The European Commission will transfer management and operation of the Portal to ETC once it has been constructed, at which point ETC will also be responsible for its future financial sustainability.

The appointment comes after an intensive search by the ETC to find a top online marketeer to spearhead the ETD Portal project.

A native of Tours, France, Karine Bruère is currently Projects Director for the Maison de la France (MdlF) in Paris. During her extensive career in the travel industry, Karine has worked for a number of other organisations, including United Airlines and TAT European Airlines.
She will take up her new appointment on April 1st 2005.

In accepting the position, Karine said :
“ I am very excited about joining the European Travel Commission team to lead on the development of the ETD Portal project.
 We will be working ever more closely with both the European Commission in Brussels and the portal project developers ec3 in Vienna to ensure that we meet the launch deadline of Autumn 2005.

This is one of the most exciting developments in the travel industry at European level, and it will allow ETC to promote travel to Europe through e-marketing channels. ”
ETC President Arthur Oberascher commented :

“ e-services are together with market intelligence and operational excellence one of the three strategic factors for European tourism’s success.
I wish the new online marketing manager well in her new job. “
In acknowledging that her key responsibilities will include business planning, negotiating contracts and service delivery standards, practical content and editorial management, as well as needing to build good working relationships, Karine said :
“ Even if the task is challenging, my experience at MdlF has given me great insight into the structure of NTOs and their information management and online marketing requirements.

The success of this ambitious project will reside in some key aspects :

· Very active and committed members

· A good appreciation of technologies including interoperability issues
· Building some very specific and coherent partnerships 

Together as a team, ETC will then be able to bring to its members more visitors to Europe which is, after all, what the Portal is all about ! ‘‘

Ends  
A photo of Karine Bruère is available from the ETC Executive Unit.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lisa DAVIES - Head of Marketing, ETC, Brussels.
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