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EUROPEAN TRAVEL COMMISSION ELECTS MANUEL BUTLER AS NEW
PRESIDENT

Brussels, 12 April 2013 Mr Manuel Butler, Director General of Tourspain (Spain) was
elected President of the European Travel Commission (ETC] at the 84th General Meeting in
Dublin (Ireland) on 11th April. Mr Manuel Butler succeeds Ms Petra Hedorfer of the
German National Tourist Board (GNTB]) for a three-year term. Also elected at the meeting
were Mr Gergely Horvath (Hungarian National Tourist Office] and Mr Marios Hannides
(Cyprus Tourism Organisation) as the organisation’s Vice Presidents.

Manuel Butler has been CEO of the Spanish Institute for Tourism since January 2012 and
has acquired extensive experience in destination marketing over more than 25 years
working in management positions, both in the public and the private sector, in Western
Europe, North and Latin America. “Europe is the world's number one tourist destination.
However, this leadership position should not be a reason for complacency. Europe has to
contend with growing competition in the increasingly globalised international tourism
market. In order to respond to this situation, the countries of Europe have to join forces,
share resources and ideas and develop joint marketing initiatives to promote the excellence
and diversity of Europe” said Manuel Butler.

ETC has been responsible for marketing Europe overseas since its foundation in 1948.
Today ETC has embarked together with the European Commission on the exciting initiative
Destination Europe 2020, a program designed to involve the entire tourism industry in
defining a long-term strategy for Europe as a tourism destination. Under the leadership of
Manuel Butler, ETC will continue supporting member NTO's in their portfolio of marketing
and research activities in major long-haul markets with the aim to strengthen and increase
competitiveness of the travel brand Europe.

A photo of Mr Manuel Butler is available on request.



mailto:info@visiteurope.com
http://www.visiteurope.com/
http://www.etc-corporate.org/

Note to editors:

The European Travel Commission is an association of National Tourism Organisations (NTOs). It
was created in 1948 to promote Europe as a tourism destination to the long-haul markets outside
Europe, originally in the USA and later in Canada, Latin America and Asia. It currently has 33
member NTOs, including 9 from outside the European Union. ETC is an independent body which
is financed entirely by annual membership contributions and partnership funding.

Together with the European Commission, ETC has designed the “Destination Europe 2020
initiative, a program designed to involve the entire tourism industry in defining a long-term
strategy for Europe as a tourist destination.

Europe is the world's No. 1 tourist destination with 535 million international arrivals and more
than 50% of the market share of worldwide tourism

Contact: ETC Executive Unit - Rue du Marché aux Herbes 61 - 1000 Brussels - BELGIUM.
T:+3225489000 F:+322514 1843 e-mail: pressfdvisiteurope.com

For further information: ETC’s corporate website www.etc-corporate.org is aimed at industry,
government and educational personnel interested in tourism to Europe.

Tourists seeking travel-specific information and ideas are directed to ETC’s consumer portal
www.visiteurope.com.
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